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MINISTER ASSURES EARLY SETTLEMENT TO UFBU 

A nine member UFBU delegation led by Sh. Basudev Acharya, Member Parliament me the Hon’ble Finance Minister Sh. Chidambaram on 6th August 2013 at his North Block Office in New Delhi. The Delegation submitted a memorandum to the Finance Minister for his consideration and expeditious settlement of the issues/demands as mentioned below:

1) Compassionate ground appointment scheme in Banks;

2) Wage revision for employees and officers in the Banks;

3) Introduction of 5 day Banking;

4) Grievances of the Bank retirees;

5) Industrial Relations in State Banks of India;

6) Proposals of SBI management to merge Associate Banks;

7) Proposals of RBI to permit corporates and business houses to start their own Banks.

Finance Minister after going through the Memorandum and listening to oral representation, assured the representatives of faster Wage negotiation exercise and asked the delegation to negotiate first four issues with IBA. He also assured that he will seek information on the new Banks, he emphasized that these are policy maters and decision on them will be taken after due consideration. The delegation once again urged upon him to have a positive look on the issues.

IBA CALLS FOR NEGOTIATION

Next meeting of Negotiating Committee of IBA with Officers’ Associations and Workmen Unions has been scheduled for 12th August 2013 at Mumbai.
DAY LONG DHARNA ON 20th SEPTEMBER BY AJBPARC AT JANTAR MANTAR – NEW DELHI 
We are pleased to inform you that All India Bank Pensioners’’ and Retirees’’ Confederation (AIBPARC) has emerged as the most organized and structured movement of the Pensioners & Retirees of the Banking Industry. It has already crossed membership figure of 40,000 in less than one year of its foundation/registration It has started taking up the issues of Pensions & Retirees with IBA, Dept. of Financial  Services and all others who matter. In a campaign to bring the issues of Pensioners & Retirees, Com. K.B. Acharya and Com. S.R. Sengupta, President & General Secretary, respectively, met many Members of Parliaments of various political parties.
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In the governing council meeting of AIBPARC, held at Bengaluru on 7th July, 2013  it took stock of the scenario prevalent in the Banking Industry and after thorough deliberations, took a decision of holding a day-long Dhararra at Jantar Mantar, New Delhi, on 20th September, 2013 to focus the following demands/issues of the retirees before the press, public, Government and the society:

· Upward revision/Updation of Pension;

· 100% DA neutralization to pre 01-11-02 retirees;

· Upward revision of family pension in lines with what has been done in RBI;

· Improved Medical facility/reimbursement of medical expenses;

· Second option of pension to resignees etc.

((SOURCE: AIBOC /UFBU CIRCULAR))

*******************************

TIME TO GET UP AND RESIST FOR ALL INDIA BANK STRIK ON 25TH SEPTEMBER 2013

The agenda of the Government on banking sector reforms is well-known to the bank employees of our country. Various struggles have also been undertaken by us in the past to oppose their moves. At a time, when the banking system is facing crisis due to very same set of policies in the USA, UK, Europe, etc. instead of learning lessons, our Government wants to blindly follow suit. Banking laws are being liberalized and regulations are being relaxed and loosened. Hence it has become an important duty of the trade unions to fight against these measures.
To add fuel to fire the Government has been repeatedly talking of the consolidation and merger of Banks.  Even some groupings have been done to club the nationalized Banks into 7 groups of Banks. These cannot be taken as innocent moves and measures We can also talking of merging the Associate Banks with SBI. Why they need it? There is no answer. Who will be benefitted? There is no one to answer. Yet the Government is wants to go ahead. In the recent weeks, the SBI top management is repeatedly talking of merger of its Associate Banks with itself. The attempt is to close down these Associate Banks and take them over by SBI.
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SBI is not the promoter of the Associate Banks SBI is not the owner of these Banks, either. They are just investors and share-holders in the Associate Banks. These Associate Banks have their background and long history. Their fate cannot be at the whims of the SBI. Further all these Associate Banks are doing well and performing.  What is the need to close them down? There are private Banks which are much behind the performance and business of the Associate Banks.  Yet they continue and enjoy the blessings of the government.  The impressive performance of Associate Banks is despite the policies of the SBI, they would have grown much bigger.  Even today, they are very popular Banks in the main States where they operate. Then who is behind this idea of closing down the Associate Banks  It is not merger. It is murder. We not only oppose closing down the Associate Banks and merging them with SBI. They have strong potential to grow and will certainly perform better if freed from the clutches of SBI. But in their hurry to pursue their agenda, the top management of SBI wants to move unilaterally. Logic and reasoning has become the casualty. But we need to fight back.
Even in service conditions they want to be unilateral. They want to violate our agreement with the view to destabilize our service conditions.

The Government also wants to reverse the clock.  Prior to nationalization of the Banks, Banks suffered from urban-bias. Today, the achievements of our public sector banks are marvels. But they want to denigrate the public sector Banks. They want to further encourage private sector. They want to once again allow big business to enter baking sector. Already 26 applicants including from Tata, Birla, Ambani, L&T , Bajaj, Ruias, etc. have queued before the RBI.

Hence it has been decided to give the call for agitation including strike.

ISSUES AND DEMANDS :

STOP BANKING SECTOR REFORMS
STOP MERGER AND CONSOLIDATION OF BANKS

DO NOT CLOSE DOWN ASSOCIATE BANKS

DE-LINK ASSOCIATE BANKS AND MAKE THEM INDEPENDENT BANKS

STOP BANKING LICENCES TO CORPORATES AND BUSINESS HOUSES

We call upon all our members to make the programme and strike action a total success

((SOURCE : AIBEA CIRCULAR))
